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146 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. [Vol. I. 

The Politics of Aristotle, translated into English by B. Jowett, 
M.A., Master of Balliol College, Regius Professor of Greek in the 
University of Oxford. Vol. I., Introduction and Translation ; Vol. II., 
Part I., Notes. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1885. 

The Politics of Aristotle are by no means exhaustive, yet they are not 
unworthy to rank with his logical and metaphysical treatises. They 
reflect on almost every page the writer's good sense and comprehensive 
knowledge ; and while they contain many statements that are now seen to 
be absurd on their face, yet on the other hand, some of the propositions 
defended at length by Aristotle have become in the course of time mere 
truisms. Aristotle created logic, he systematized metaphysics, he wrote 
the first scientific treatise on psychology, and in his politics he has 
created a political terminology that we have not yet outgrown. In fact, 
we may exclaim with Jowett : " How little have we added except what 
has been gained by a greater experience of history? " 

The volumes before us contain a translation of the eight books of 
the " Politics," and voluminous notes, philological, philosophical and 
critical. It is enough to say, in regard to the translation and notes, 
that they are worthy of the master of Balliol, who has been called the 
most cultured man of our generation. 

For the student of political science, the volume yet to appear is per- 
haps the most important. In the second part of Vol. II., which is 
promised shortly, Professor Jowett will publish in the form of essays 
the results of his critical examination and his estimate of the great 
philosopher's political writings. 

Nicholas Murray Butler. 



Illustrations of the History of MedicBval Thought in the Depart- 
ments of Theology and Ecclesiastical Politics. By Reginald Lane 
Poole, M.A. London, Williams & Norgate, 1884. — 376 pp. 

The valuable and interesting essays that compose this volume are the 
outcome of the author's studies in Germany and Switzerland as Hibbert 
fellow. The previous books in the series have been philosophical, and 
while philosophy is an important factor in Dr. Poole's work, yet his aim 
and method are historical. He divides the history of mediaeval thought 
into two periods, each ending in the introduction of a foreign element 
and not in any outgrowth from native resources. The first period closes 
when the writings of Aristotle were translated into Latin and became the 
common property of the western world; the second period finds its 
termination in the Renaissance, when a knowledge of Greek literature 
came in to deepen and broaden the culture of the time. 



